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President JJbcott. announced , 
yesterday the fei'eatkin of a|. 

Cabinet-level -e^smlttee to re- 1, 
commend sped&Se- measures to j, 
ensure indmd&.&ir privacy in j 
an era wkov data, hsinke con.-) 
tain personal inloxraation oaf) 

| most Americana. 

S The uetf Ddtrsesfie Council ): 
: Committee on ‘Me "Sighs o£| 
Privacy, to "he -fteadcnl by Vice i 
jPreeldeat Ford, ’dill begin.! 
iwishiu lour mortis, to recem- ' 
jmend rsgui a>dcu& executive j 
| adtioag,- policy ■ changes and [ 

1 legMatiori, Mr. Nison said in ai : 
t radio Mdregsv; i "•• j, 

i Data fathering “fens become"; 

| big "business ,.in - the United-! 

! States — -over- S20 . billion a, 
iyear.” be . declared, “and ihej' 
j he declared, ,v a«d the j: 

| names of 150 million Ameri-i" 
icans are - now ' in computer j 1 
ba mre .scattered across the 
‘country.'’ • I 

j tr tor add one 

j in Marylaisd has ; readied j 
I The .government alone has) 
7,000 computers, Mr.' Nixon i 
j said. “The same process hasj 
| been at work in ■ the private j 
! sector where computers and i 
modern data technology have I 
placed- vast quantities . of per- 
sonal information in the hands 
of bankers, employers, charit a- 
ble organizations, and credit 
agencies.” : - 

! Mr. dted' -banafits of 

jibe new technology — gevera- 
j meat ability to process .2? tail- 
iiion Svdsti Security dsada a 
I month, 'law enfarcemeat c&pft- 
jbility in tracing "stale? goods 
! or criminal suspects. 

| But he also points# out that 
i“in too many ease®, .ticris 
| stricted ""or improper 'KS-e of 
isonal information-; is feeing- 
"[personal informstion -is -fetng 
[ mode” and that sasaa&ski*- em- 
ployment or credit- is withfeeld 
| on the basis a f ittm^uraie or 
1 obsolete inf onaationl 
| “Careers have been rjdjied, 

; marriages have “been wrecked, 

I and reputations built up over 
| a lifetime have been destroyed j 


1 by the misuse cc abuse or sate ; 
| technology In both gifblic and] 
| private- hands,” be said. • " 

| To meet suefe a' eh&Heisgev 
i“we s»ed. more than Just aa- 
I other/ investigation add;' just 
ianothasr series ed reports,” ha 
jstressad. “W© ne&i I aetfcat,’!’ 
i Ho-if&vsr,' mash at the Do.* 

| nss*Uc Council ecsra^ttse’s in- 

!vest.igafioa,-«s « 8 tllnftfi in the. 

I P residents _a»e«ai — »ed— -«»• 
j '■'•' fact sneet released by! 

J araai . : «fr4u|y 

, Health Education and' WetZ 
ffiare Department ■■advisory 
i committee last year.;.. , 
f" "W. Wxon'&id. hdjvs&s Ms* 
I new bid stribbosv 'panels ior'esj- 

— uvn wiv xuuyxos gw- 

ernment collects information 
on people and how that infor- 
mation is protected, proce- 
dures which would permit citi- 
zens to inspect and correct in. 
formation held by public or 
private organizations, regula- 
tions of the use and dissemina- 
tion of fmailing lists, and most 
importantly, ways that we can 
safeguard personal informa- 
tion against improper altera- 
tion or disclosure ” 


The new study will consider 
iha consequences when people 
consent to give personal data 
to government or industry be- 
cause they have to do so in or- 
der to get certain benefits; 

“One goal of privacy protec- 
tion is to ' assure that uadda 
advantage Is not taken when’ 
people are dependent "oh "such 
benefits.,” the White House 

tact sheet said- 
'’Mors attention should be 
directed at the privacy rights 
of welfare recipients. Medi- 
care patients and others, par-, 
ticipating in federally funded 
health, education, and welfare 
programs,” it added. Such per- 
sons would include drug of- 
fenders, who are subject to ex. 
tensive file -keeping".’ 

HEW regulations have been I 
widely criticized because re- 
eently they have allowed! 
greater access to HEW data! 
banks by officials of other! 
government agencies. 


Other issues to be covered 
by the new study Include regu- 
lation of those who assemble 
.Sind culminate* personal in- 
formation, the question of 
vdssther . les® . Information 
•®|S^ scllectsd, the. ada- 
J^Vprivmi laws on 
| credit reporting and banlc rec* 
jord secsfwy, ..and the need' far 
!a code, on public and private 
record keeping. 

The , HEW advisory commit, 
ted report last July called for 
such a code and suggested lim- 
itations on the amount of dais' 
collected. The Federal Trade 
Commission has recommended 
tightening of credit reporting 
practices. 

Mr. Nison noted that Con- 
gress., passed a fair credit re- 
porting act In 1970, and that 
the Justice Department pro- 
posed legislation earlier this 
month to regulate federal and 
state crime data banks. 



